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AN 


ANSWER 


TO THE 
Biſhop of Rocheſter's 
Firſt Letter to the Earl of Dorſet, &cc. 


Right Reverend, 


Had not given my felt the trouble of 
reading your Firſt, had it not been for 
your Second; nor the World the 
trouble of reading -this, if the Apologilt 
had not fer up for an Adviſer; Nor do | 
orcſume to anfwer vour Letrers to the Earl 
of Dorſet and Middleſex, as ſuch, buc ap- 
Pearing in publick, they become Appeals 
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( 2) 
to the People, and in that reſpc&t, as one 
of your fellow Subjects, my Lord, I take 
che liberty of ſaying, Your Two Apologies 
need a Third. 

It the acceptance of your firſt Letter 
by that Noble Lord, gave you Encourage- 
ment roa Second ; yer, certainly, vou ought 
to have confincd your fc]t Strictly to your 
own Particular, withour, fo early, attempt- 
ing to plead for all the Criminals of the 
Nation, in the debate of a general Obliv:- 
on ; Or, at leait, have reſerved your Florid 
Maxims to a place where thc B:ſbop hopes 
ro be diſtinguiſhed from the Commiſſioner. 
But to cloſe your Acknowledgment, with a 
deſign to over-rule, and Jead others into 
rvour Opinion, when, notwithſtanding your 
moſt meritorious Services, tlie beſt ot your 
Argument lies in Excuſe, through Weakn«s, 
and being your ſelf Miſ-lcd, is fo tar trum a 
ſtace of Mortification, that the Good Nature 
of the Engliſhman you would infinuate your 
Caſe into,cannot digelt your Pretence to At- 
Aiction, withour firit Undrefſing your Apo- 
logies. 

To whichend.l] have read them,more than 
ncc, conlidered them Naked, neither fenc to, 
nor 
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nor accepted by Greatneſs ; and, defirous to 
convince your Lordthip of the neceflity of a 
Third, lay before you theſe Remarks upon 
your Firſt, Previous only, in my way, to the 
latter part of your Sccond, and rifing 0bvi- 
vious, Unprejudiced, with the Sincerity of a 
plain,ordinary, Man, and no Dealer in theArc 
of Language: For,beſide the Averſion I have 
to all Flights, where the condition of any 
perſon may be at Stake, nay Temper inclines 
me wholly to Things, for they will not long 
cndure to be Il] Adminiſtred, and not to 


periſhing Words, and the Vanity of Ad- 


dreſs, 
I love Virtue in a good Garb, and de- 


light to ſee it well treated by the World, 


but am not aſhamed of it in Rags, nor afraid 
of it in Poverty, being taught to Want as to 
Abound. Clear,Inflex1ble, Honeſty, and thac 
Eternal Frame of mind, which Tacitus men- 
tions 1n the Life of Agrico/a, and you leflcn 
into the innocent Character of Honett Har- 
dineſs, meaning perhaps, Fool Hrdineſs, are 
of greater Eſtcem with me, tho' a-Foor, and 
in Dirc, than all the Pageantry of Circum- 
{tance the Son of Adam can looſe himſcIt in, 


Or the moſt exalrcd Figure in Humanity, up- 
| C1] 


4 
on the diſhonourable terms of a Mear Shift, 
and the Ignoble Surrender of his Better Un- 
derſtanding to the Extravagant Deſires, Or 
the Vain Imaginations of any Prince what- 


ſoever. 
Firſt Paragraph of the Letter. 


I think I ſhould be wanting to my ſelf at 
this time in my own neceſſary Vindication, 
ſhould I forbear any longer to give my Friends 
a true Account of my Behaviour in the late 
Feelefraſtical Commiſſion. Tho, 1 profeſs, what 
I /hall now ſay, T only intend as a reaſonable 
mitigation of the Offence I have given, not en- 
tirely to juſtifie my ſutting in that Court, for 
which I acknowledge T have deſervedly incurd 
the Cenſure of many good Meu. And IT wiſb 
I may ever be able to make a ſufficient a- 
mends to my Country for it. 


Anſwer. No part of your Caſe, my Lord, 
will bear a Vindication; for how Plauſible, 
ſoever, your Bchaviour may have been in 
that Commiſſion, the very Act of Compl: 
ance to ſerve under it, ſunk you below the 


digniry of ſuch an Exprefſion : Inſtcad of 
a 
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a Mitigation, 1t agravates the Offence, tv 
ſay, you cannot entirely juiſtific your fir- 


ting inthat Court; when, ſenſible of che 


Action, and clothed with the Spirit of Hu- 
mulity, you ought fairly co declare, you 
cannot 1n the laſt juſtifie fitting there; and 
ſo dcſeryedly incur the Cenſure, not only 
of many Good, 1f ſuch there be, bur of 
all Honeſt Men. You have been bred © 
Learning, your Education, my Lord, is 
Evidence againſt you ; you are a Biihop, a 
Shepherd, in a Truit of mighty Supervi- 
fon, Vigilancy and Courag: are the Eflcn- 
tials of your Station. The Example 1s 
more dangerous in your Ability, than your 
Quality, capable of doing much good, or 
Hurt, as you are well, or 1] inclin'd, Your 
Friend Cowley ſays, there are great Men, 
the labour of the Mother, the Works ot 
Nature; and great Men, thcir own Labour, 
the effect of Art, and ought to be of Ho- 
neſty; there are, therefore, Lords pardo- 
nable, and there may be Lords unpardos 
nable. It Ignorance of the Law be no di- 
rect excuſe to any, that very Ignorance 


doubles the Crime 1n ſome; fo that if the 


Lord, by the Chance-Stroke of Nature, 
B nNap- 
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(6) 
happen to be guilty. in conjunction with 
the Lord by the Falſe-Sroke of Art, the 
judgement of the One, may be preſumed 
co miſlead the good manners of the O- 
ther, and the Profeſſor to anſwer for the 
Courtier. I concur in your Wiſh, that 
you may ever be able ro make ſufhcienc 
Amends to your Country for 1t, the firft 
ſtep to which is a ſufficienc acknowledge- 
ment to your Country of it; Yer; I truſt 
in the mercy of Gad . wha wrought our 
deliverance, in the Juſtice of the King, the 
great Inſtrument of it, and Wiſdom of the 
moſt happy. Parliament that ever fate in 
this Kingdom, who have Crowned 1t, and 
are. ſo aſliduous to ſecure it, that we ſhall 
not . be, at the Expence of fo many MIlli- 
ons to reſcue our ſelves, in the hands 
of Obnoxious Men again, but: that fatis- 
faction ſhall be caken of ſome, (the Dying 
not. too nimble for us, nor the Living too 
bold for us) others obliged ro undergo 
their Zzarantine, and Provilion made, that 
all of them may be diſabled from ever 


doing their Countrey more ſuch Audaci- 


cgous Miſchiefs: 


The 
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The ſecond Paragraph of the Letter. 
Tet thus much, my Lord, I can juſtly al- 
ledge for my ſelf, that the Commiſſion was 
made, and my Name put into it, altogether 
without my knowledge, when I happened to be 
at Salishury, holding an Archiepiſcopal Viſ- 
tation with the Biſhop of Chicheſter, where, 
by God's bleſſing, we compoſed ſeveral old Dif- 
ferences, and Animoſities, and reſtored Peace, 
and Unity to that Church. 


Anſw. T am willing to think ſome part of 
your time was fpent in your Duty, and am 
heartily ſorry, that any parr of your time 
was ſpent fo far out of it, as that abomi- 
nable Commiſſion carried you. I believe 
alſo, not forgetting that Smart Eſcape of 
your Pen, the Otefran Villany, that the Bi- 
ſhop of Rocheſter was not in the Contrivance 
of the Commiſſion; nor thac your Lord- 
ſhip ſollicited your Name into 1t 2 But they 
who had ingaged your Parts ſo ofcen, and 
ſo deeply before, how themſelves beyond 
the Ceremony, of perſwading you into their 
Service again. It looks like an Aſſurance 
of their Man, proof of Reſignation, no 
Extenuation of the matter. Ar firſt, no 

B 2 doubt 
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(T3 
doubt there was ſome labour with you b<-- 
hind the Curcain, for Men cannot cafily 
depart from themſelyes, into Obfequious 
Bondage, Facing their Country 1n barvarous 
Adventures. There will be fome itruggle 
of Honour, 1t not of Conſcience ; And Di- 
vincs were treated attcr the manner of Law- 
yers; We all kiow, that when a Julge, be- 
tween fear and ſhame, larted at a tartiner 
degree of their Commands, ſo that there 
vas occalion for another, the Courſe taken 
by the Workers of Iniquity, was to dive into 
the Opinion of the Counſellor, and having 
tound or made him wicked, as them- 
ſclves, out they brought him, 1n Capariſon, 
and up they ſet him, co give the Arbitrary 
Bow 1n the Formality of a Judge; Ado- 
red by the Protane Crowd, deſpiſed by the 
Brave, a Scandal to his Profeſſion, a Tray- 
cor to his Country, the Murtherer of Mcn, 
and a Deſtroyer of Famulies. | 


The third Paragraph of the Lerter. 
At my return from thence to London, [ 


found 1 was appointed One in a New Commiſ- 
fien: But never could ſee a Copy of it, nor did 


S 3 


I ever hear the Contents of it, or know the Pow- 
ers granted in it, till the [ime of its being 
publickly opened at Whitehall; whither I was 
ſent for, on purpoſe, in haſte, that very Morn- 
ins from my Houſe in the Countrey, being juſt 
come home from a Confirmation, and from pay- 
ing my Duty to her Royal Highneſs the Prin- 
ceſs of Denmazk, at Tunbridge. 


Anſw. A Biſhop of this Kingdom, no leſs 
Man, coming to london, tound himfclt ap- 
pointed one 12 a New Commiſſion! No 
matter what, but a New Commiſſion, and 
my Lord was appointed to be One ! down 
he goes into the Countrey, without hearing 
the Contents of it, or the Powers granted 
init; buta new Commiſion, and my Lord 
was one ! ſatisfied with hinfclt, a Favourite 
co the Beſt of Kings, James the Fuft! Viſits 
the believing World, makes his Court to 
Princes, takes a turn or twe, upon the Walks 
of 7unbridge, that Parade of Gravity, and 
Thinking, and fo home to his Countrey 
Houle, ſatisfied with turſelt, for my Lord 
was one- By that time the Commiſſion 1s 
ripe, my Lord 1s f<nt for, Expreſs, on pur- 
poſe, in haſtc, that very morning from his 
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(19) 
Countrey-Houſe, and for ought appears 
ro the contrary, drove three quarters | 
ſpeed to the very Gates of Whitehall, let he 
ſhould come half a minute too late. For 
what? Truly, the no leſs Perſon than a 
Biſhop came, Poſt-haſte, to the no Icfs wick- 
edneſs, than a Declaration of War, to root 
the Proteſtant Religion out of theſe King- 
doms, and by conſequenceout of the World. 
Was there cycr ſuch aan Apology as this ! 
That a Biſhop ſhould find himſclt appointed 
One in a New Commiſſion, One, that he 
could never fee a draught of, nor fo much as 
be told the Contents of, or the leaſt Item 
of the Powers granted in it, till it was pub- 
lickly opened athitehallto be executed, and 
he ſent for, in haſte, that very Morning (for 
che Conſpiracy was in Travel, and could not 
be delivered till my Lord came) from his 
Country-Houſe, to ſuch a monſtrous Birth; 
methinks, a Biſhop of common Underſtan- 
ding ſhould have been concern'd at the 
name of a New Commiſſion, have purſued an 
Inquiry into the utmoſt drift of it, ar leaſt, 
have in ſome meaſure examined the Con- 
tents before he had gone into the Countrey, 


that ſo he might conſider how to behave 
WE; himſclf 
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himſelf in-che Commiſſion, for the Kings 


Honour, 1f fit to be affiſted, or to avoid: it, 
it unlawful, and not come. in -thar haſty 
manner to ſuch an extraordinary deſign, as 
a New Commiſſion ruſt carrv i the Belly 
of 1t; ata time, when every Proteſtant was 
ſuppoſed, from the whole Conduct at White- 
hall,, to be upon his Guard. The poor 
Curate of Mark-Lane, the Curate of 7 imo- 
thy had more Honour, he facrificed all, his 
utmoſt ewenty pounds a year, ſtripe himſelf, 
it may be, to the Skin, rather than betray 
his Profeſſion, fo far, as to read twenty lines 
of a Declaration at the Command of a 
Prince, who but a little before had- threat- 
ned us to raiſe the Glory of the Kingdom 
higher than in the time of any of his An- 
ceitors, by the ſame Meaſures that his Bro- 
ther Charles the Mercitu], after the Diſlolu- 
ton at Oxford, pronuſed to Govern us by 
Law. 


The fourth Paragraph of che Letter. 


Upon the firſt publiſhing the Commiſſion, [ 
confeſs, through my Ignerance in the -Law, [had 
little or no Objefion in my Thoughts again/t 

the 
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the Leoality of it; eſpecially, when I conſidered 
that having paſt the Broad Seal, it muſt need, 
according ro my Apprehenſion, have been ex- 
amined, and approved in the King's Learned 
Council in the Law, Men generally eſteemed cf 
Eminent Skill in their Profe(Jion. Beſide, I 
was farther confirmed (tho too raſhly, I grant ) 
in my Error, when | ſaw two Gentlemen of the 
Leng Robe, Perſons of the greateſt Place and 
Authority in Weltminiter-Hall joyned with us; 
who | ſhould have thought would never have 
ventured their Fortunes and Reputations by Exe 
erciſing a Furiſdiction that was Ulegal. 


ww ” 


wy _ 


- ] - —— be Dar "2 "u-& + ed 3 , ” 4 oF "Es 
: ba ? 9 " _m_ . Y "a _— — - S mo 
—_ a "—_— FRO. 5 
" wt - PER RS. 4 dar 
her Pe 7 4 , ac - o tad + WY. 
_—_— TI on > eye, = _ +. _ Wig? Ty 
bhi nel conn 4 26. roam tt 1 ae 
F —_— — ——_ MOTO " ? 
» "2 o® * « - oc Py 
——_—_—— lo ea ere TENG - ae w* — Sees 
] 


Anſw. Here, Right Reverend, if the Rove! 
worn by your Lordihip did nor confine to: 
Solemnuty, there is Roomfor more Wit than 
I have co difpolc of : For, beyond all contra- 
diction, there was never a greater Satyr upon 
thar King's Council in the Law, than to 
call them, Men generally efteem'd of Eminent 
Skill in their Profe/Jron; or more Jcit upon 
Perſons of the greateſt Place, and Autho- 
rity in Weſtminſter- Hall, at that time, than 
to term them Men of Fortune and Reouta- 
tion; you impoſe upon the World, wy | 7 
Lord, 1n the Minute you delire cxcule, _ 
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think to write your ſelf into Ignorance, by 
cndeavouring to write others out of 1t, Sa- 
tyr, and Apology are repugnant. You are 
not ſo Ignorant, bur ro know the Inquiry 
was not after Skill, buc Readineſs ; the Que- 
{tion was not, what is Law ? but, will you 
ſerve the King in his own way? There was 
poſſibly askiltul Wretch among them, whoſe 
Ambition might ſuppre(s his Honeity; but 
in general, che Men were not ſo Eminent. 
And for Reputation and Fortune, they (de- 
 ſpicable Ingredients,) were as ftrange to the 

Perſons of the greateſt Authority and Place 
in Weſtminfter-Hall, as the Biſhon of Roche- 
ter muſt be unknown to all #ng/and, if he 
can perſwade us into the Opinion of his Ig- 
norance, as to the Legalicy of an KAeccleſr- 
aſtical Commiſſion, by the Rule of Perſwa- 
ding us out of our Senſes, into the kill of 
the One, or the Reputation, and Fortune 


of the other. 
The fifch Paragraph of the Letter. 


' And I believd T had reaſon to conclude that 
this very Argument might prevail alſo with 
C ſome 
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( 14) 
ſome others of the Temporal Lords, that ſate a- 
mong us, Particularly the Earl of Rocheſter, 
has often aſſured me, 'twas that which induc d 
him to accept of the Commiſſion, and that he 
did it, as I my ſelf did, with a purpoſe of doing 
as much good, as we were able, and of hindring 
as much Evil, as we poſſibly could in that un- 


fortunate Juntture of Affairs. 


Anſw. I will not take upon me to argue 
for, or againſt the Earl of Rocheſter, bur fure 
1 am, that he who ventures his Temporal 
condition to fave his Spiritual, 1s of much 
more Value, than he who ventures his 
Spiritual to ſave his Temporal. If the Earl 
of Rocheſter hazarded, and loſt the firſt place 
of England, the Treaſury, for the ſake of 
the Proteſtant Religion, when the Forma- 
Itty of a Conference might appear ſome 
kind of Conteſt with a King, a Brother=1n- 
Law, and fo great an Employment, that 
one Action ſhall be imputed to him for 
Righteouſneſs in this World, and ought to 
ſtand in Ballance againſt any great overſight, 
becauſe from the many Caſes of Hiſtory, 
informing that Lord, how dangerous o Is 

or 


Eq ) 


for a Favourite, 1n a ſet Competition, to be 
Wiſer than his Prince, much more, how Fa- 
tal to condemn his Religion, he could not 
but ſee his Fall in the Perſeverance, and are 
therefore IrrefragableArguments,that neicher 
Ambiton, Relation, nor Temporal Intereſt 
governed him. 


But if the Biſhop of Rocheſter pur the 
Protcſtant Religion in danger, for an Hour, 
in ſervile Obedience to the Arbitrary W1ll 
of his Prince, the Preſumption 1s Violent 
that he followed Humane Intereſt in the 
Compliance; eſpecially if the Bihop had ne- 
ver been feen in any one 1mportant Selt De. 
nial, for the ſake of his Religion, that might 
ſtamp the Character upon him, of one that 
would not Act againſt his Conſcience. 
Wherefore I think, the Spiritual Rocheſter 
can by no means aſſign Ignorance for Plea, 
with the ſame Application the Temporal 
Rochefter may, if but for want of the Like 
Credentials, nor pretend to ſhelter himfelt 
under the ſ1me Paragraph of Umbrage, be- 
cauſe he never parted with the leaft Adyan- 
tage, that ever came into Publick Diſ- 

G..2 * Courle. 
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(16 ) 


courſe, for the ſake of his Religion. 


The Good you urge to have done, was 
Evil in you all, becauſe unjuſt in the Foun- 
dation ; the Evil you did, was much more 
Evil in you, my Lord, becauſe of the Good 
you might properly have wrought our of 
that very Evil : Not by accepting the Com- 
miſſion with purpoſe of doing what Good 
you could, and hindering as much Evil in 
the Subſervient way of your latcer Para- 
graphs, but oppoſing the Commullion it 
felf, a firſt, a ſecond, a third time, and fo 
left them; been carneſt and forward in your 
proteſtation, preparing your felt to declaim 
ſtrenuouſly againſt it, Afſerting your Reli- 
210n, like a Biſhop, in a Juſt forclighc of Evil 
to come, and taking the freedom of St. Paul 
to plead for God againſt the Idolatrous 
deſign, maintaining the Liberty you are rc- 
quired to ſtand faſt in. This was your Du- 
ty, my Lord, and the Good ought to have 
been wrought by a Biſhop out of the Evil 
of the Commullion, thanking God for the 
Opportunity he had given you to appear in 


detence of the Chriſtian Fanth ; to manifelt 
your 


> eo mens ext > 


: ( 39 ) 
your contempt of Eaſe, Pleaſure, Life it ſelf, 


accounting all things bur Dung, and Drofs, 
compared with the Excellency of the Know- 


ledge of Chriſt your Maſter. And if your 


Heart, through Natural Infirmity, or Tem- 


porary Delights, had failed you, Retired to 


your Cloſer, down upon your Knees, have 
humbled your ſclt before him, adoring his 
Divine Bounty in Grace of Inclination, and 
beſought him to remove from before your 
Eycs the Proſpect of any Felicity, that ſtood 


berween you and your Refojution, in his. 


Service; have turned to the Life and Death 
of ſome Primitive Chriſtian Biſhop, whoſe 
Example might ſupport your Spirits; Or 
It may be, my Lord, not to deſpiſe poor 


Fox, your Book of Martyrs, if that Manual 


of Popilh Clemency durſt be feen in your 
Study, might have ſhewn you, about a do- 
zen or two, of your Country-men of the 
meaner fort, upon a Page, Coblers, Weavers, 
and ſuch Ike Weaklings, in a Chain tied to 
a ſtake, kiſſing the Poft, rejoicing in the 
Fame, and bleſling the Day chat God had 
vouchſafed to ſingle them our to bear Teſt1- 
mony againſt the Perfecution of Princes. 

This 
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(18) 
This, my Lord, wasthe leaſt of your Duty, 
and I believe had been performed, 1f the 
Temporalcies of the Epiſcopacy, to fay no- 
thing ſevere, had nor gained time upon the 
Spiritualty of the Biſhop. 


The fixch Paragraph of the Letter: 


As for my own part, I was ſtartle4 when 1 
perceived my Lord of Canterbury ſcrupled to 
be preſent with us; whoſe Example, 'tis true, 
TI ought rather to have followed, than the grea- 
teſt Lawyers, in all matters of Conſcience. Tet 
T hope, his Grace will excuſe me, if I declare, 
that I did not at firſt know, He made a matter 
of Conſcience of it ; Nor did I underſtand his 
Grace took Exception at the Lawfulneſs of the 
Commiſſion it ſelf, till after my Lord of Lon- 
don was Cited, and had Appeared and Anſwe- 
red, and the unjuſt Sentence had paſt upon 
Him. 


Anſw. The Scruples of that Arch-Biſhop 
have been my great Satisfaction, and are 
now as much my Troivle. I am not wor- 


thy, b.t as hearty to Remove the Latter, as 
| [ 


( 19 ) 

I was ever ready to Juſtific his Former ; with 
retcrence to that Commiſſion his Grace be- 
havd himfelt like the Mecropolitan of all 
Eneland to refuſe Attendance, and you had 
appear'd a worthy Suftragan, if the Coun- 
renance of his Diſdain had rais'd you up to 
a Defiance; You ought, my Lord, to have 
argued againſt, what he thought below him 
to take notice of. Vindicaring, at once, a 
Temper in him, Suitable to the Apoſtolick 
See, and 1n your ſclf, to the Sinccrity of a 
Proteſtant Biſhop; that 1s, an humble great- 
neſs of Mindexplained in Him by the mode- 
{ty of Not Appearing, and Chriſtian Fort1- 
tude 1n You by the Vigour of Oppoling, 


If after my Lord of London had been cited 
and appeared, you had conſulted his Grace 
how to carry your felt at the next mecting, 
and followed his Advice, ſuch a Retrieve 
might have been anApology tor the Surpriſe 
in your Firſt (icing there; burto ler the Cita- 
tion, Appearance, Anſwer,Sentence, and All b: 
over, All paſt, my Lord, before you could 
move fromWeſtminſler to Lambeth, let a Bi- 
ſhop be affroneed in an Unzuſt Se_ 

ore 
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( 20 ) 
fore you would vouchſafe croſs the Thames 
ro underſtand why my Lord of Canterbury 
your Metropolitan, difowned the Commitſ1-» 
on, puts your Caſe beyond Scrupleand Star- 
tle, into Wiltulnels Prepenſe, and me, almoſt, 
beyond reaſoning into Aſtoniſhmenc ; De- 

20n/tration 18 {clt, that you took care not to 
approach his Grace's Exceptions to thc Lega- 
lity of the Commiſſion, leit they ſhould 
prove too clear for your Unlawful Obedt- 
ence to the pleaſure of the King, or rather, 
leſt he ſhould cel] your Lordſhip, you under- 
ſtood the Illegality of 1 beyond any Excuſe 
of Ignorance, if you made your Conſcience 
a Slave to his Power. No, my Lord, Igno- 
rance was to be reſerved againſt a wet day, 
and might ſerve well enough to Charm a 
Good natured, Unthinking, Lechargick Peo- 
ple, Eafie to be pacificd, a little whining will 
melt them down, if ever they are redeemed 
into a capacity of demanding Juttice, but, 
at preſent, Un/haken Loyalty, 1s the word, and 
I muſt On, Thus, it ſeems to me, your Lord- 
ſhip debated with your ſelf, and came toa 
Reſolution of Owning the Court to the de- 


gree of a Sentence, ratifying your Devotion 
0 


4 


W—_— MR a 


0 


_— »o_ — wa 


( 2F ) 
to the King, and giving the' Confpirators 
aflurance thereby, that allowing you'the fa- 
vour of a State Vote in particulars, (which 
they had no occaſion-for) in general no Pro- 
j:ct of theirs was too "open for your Com- 
pliance, and, witk the help of your many 
precedent Inſtances of Submiſſion, putting 
Us out of doubr that you ſaw Heavyen at the 
remote end of the Glaſs; could'nor endure 
the Frowns of your Prince, tho' all the Laws 
of the Land warranted you againſt them, be- 
cauſe you-faw thoſe Laws languiſhing under 
che weight of Difpenſation, nor hazard'your 
Preterment for the fake of the beſt Church 
in the World, becaufe you thought her ex- 


piring. = | 
The ſeventh Paragraph of che Letter. . | 
For it was on the very day the Commiſſion was 


open'd, immediately, as 1 rvenmenber, after it 
was read, that my Lord of London was infor- 


med apainſt for not ſuſpending. Door Sharp, 


which, tho it - exceedingly ſurprizd'-me at 
firſt, yet obſerving with what hear the -Proſe- 
cution was like to' be carried on -4gainſt hind, 
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( 22 ) 

that very. Conſideration did the more incline me 
to Sit and AF there, that I might be in ſome 
Capacity of doing Right to his. Lordſhip; 
And whether I did him any Service through the 
whole Proceſs of his Cauſe, I leave it to my 
Lard to jrdge. That I gave my Poſitive Yore 
for his. Acquittal, both the Times when his $u- 
{penſion came in queſtion, I ſuppoſe I need not 
tell the world. 


Anſwer. The Perſecution of the Biſhop: of 
Loxdon could be no Surpriſe, that Dioceſan 
having been found in: a watchfulneſs roo ex- 
act for the bearing of a. Papiſt. He knew 
God was no Reſpecter of. Perſons, and had 
told the Duke of York fo, by inviting hin 
to. the Sacrament 1n our Church, thereby 
confirnung Our Diſcovery of a Religion 
that kept him, not only, from all Commu- 
nian. with Us, after the firſt Diſcovery, but 
from all Charicy toward Us tor 4t.;. a Religi- 
on, which hath wrought all the. Evils thek: 
three Kingdoms have endured from the Re: 
formation: to- this hour, and- may quickly 
double upan ys; in a.rcturn of Blood and 
Confuſion, it Surpriſes' and. Scruples. on 

paſs 


(-#3 ) 


paſs for National Apologies. That Diſco- 


very, my Lord, raifed a ſubje&t matter for 
Difpleaſure in his Breaſt, who wanted no- 
ching bur che Title of King then, and when 
God permurted him, as a | rn for our 
Sins, to take poſſcflion of the Crown after- 
wards, would have been much more than ſo. 
And there it Jodged nil che Plot had occaſion 
ro make uſe of it; then Our jt came under 
another Notion, but might, indeed, furpriſe 
any Man, that ſo mean a Cauſe, as the nor ſu- 
ſpending Doctor Sharp, ſhould bring tolight 
that ſecret of Indignation ( Viſtble in For- 
giving the One, and Perſecuting the Other) 
So that, my Lord, it you were exceedingly 
ſurpriſed , that Very Exceeding ought to 
have Spirited your Lordſhip to ſome Honeſt, 
Able Adviſer; And if you did obſerve with 
what Heart the Perſecution was like to be car- 
ried on againſt him, that very conſideration 
ought to have engaged you nor to fir, nor 
act there ; And that you might be in the 
better capacity of doing my Lord of London 
ri2he, you ought to have joined 1n Aver- 
ring his 'Plca, proteſting againſt the Juriſ- 
diction; And you could do him no other 

2 ſervice 
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(-24 ) 
ſcrvice through the whole Proceſs. of his 
Cauſe, for there was no proceſs of Cauſe be. 
yond that Plea. 


Your Vote of Acquittal was inſignificant, 

it not prejudicial. They had fer Proteſtant a- 
gainlt Proteſtant before, rhe care was now 
co divide the Churchagainſt u if. An Ec- 
clefiaſtical Commutllion could haye no co- 
lour without ſome Eccle{taltical Perfons. Ie 
was Art enough to bring a Biſhop to judge 
4 Biſhop, they could nor expect to find him 
Theirs in the immediate Sentence. And yet, 
it upon an eaſic Judgment made of rhings, 
Precipitation was then apparently their Ru- 
ine, all that reſtrained! them were fo far w- 
{cr for (them, than they were for themſelves, 
and fo much the more Our Enemies. If the 
Judges had unanimouſly driven every Per- 
fon and Matter into Condemnation, the-pro- 
ceeding had been too Grofs, and Unpalla- 
table; bur ſure of a Pluralicy upon a ſtreſs, 
by the mixture of the Men, with Biſhaps and 
Lawyers, to ſupporc the Foundation of the 
deſign, Liberty of Afſcnt or Diſlenc, fce- 
med a kind of Pro and Con, which kept in 
ſight 


Eng ) 


"fight a Form of Juſtice, cnough to amuſe 
us, tho no Realities at bottom to preſerve 


us. 


Thus far, my Lord, I have kepre Com- 
pany with your Letter, Paragraph by Pa- 
ragraph, and, if I do not miſtake, think ful- 
ly fignified my AfMiction for your Lord- 
ſhip, that you ſhould expoſe co the World 
your No Vindication, in fo imaginary a 
Confeſſion, and have brought your Apolo- 
gy to Judgement, where you hurried the 
Biſhop of London! into that unjuſt Senrence, 
reſolving your Venial Ignorance into Mor- 
tal Preſumption, | fay, you, my Lord, upon 
chis diftin&tion, that when a Court 1s Legal, 
every Man fhall account tor his own Opi-- 
nion, whether of unqualifying Jenorance, 
or Wickednefs; fo thar if an Arbitrary deſire, 
or notortous Weaknefsin the Major Number 
of the Judges over-rule the Leſs, yer that leſs 
ſhall ſtand, when che Majority ſhall fall ;Nor, 
with allowance againit Intallibility , ſhall 
a Judge, if in his turn of Place; finding 
the Plurality, by their Opimons delivered. 
to be againſt his, be thought to —_— 

the. 
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the Doctrine of the Bow-ſtring, if wanting 
ſome Heights of daring Honeſty, he ſhall 
rather be filent; And tho, for a Judge to 
ſay, I doabr, without Reaſons, 1s no berter in 
ſtriQtneſs than ſirting Mute, where the Natu- 
ral Life of Man,or the Polirieal Life of a Nati- 
on, 1s at ſtake; yet it will be Cruelty ro think, 
the Doubter does not appear an unfarisfied 
Judge; And in the Morning of a Perſecu- 
tion, 1t may be thought ſome Teſt of his 
Averſion to Evil; tho' nor of firm Inte- 

rity, and Purity from Crime, it he adjourn 
inſt to a ſhort ſeaſon of Retreat, or be 
admitted ( conſidering the Vaſt Catalogue 
of Men) co tempt his T_ by a handſome 
Carriage in a ſecond Cauſe; For the Foun- 
dation of the Court _ there is 
Room for Apology, that he continues a- 
mong them to do what Good, and prevent 
what Evil he can. Bur if a Court be 1]- 
legal, not well Conſticured, and Erected, 
every Arbnrary Proceeding ſhall ſtand in 
charge againſt all rhe Judges, without re- 
gard had to any Aftirmarive, or Negative 


- 1n a particular, becauſe the Illegalicy be- 


ing in the Frame, the very Act of joining 
with 


( 27 ) 
with it, incorporates a Man to the Guile of 
it, and renders a Biſhop as Cenſurable, in 
being Eccleſiaſtical, as it can do a Lawyer, *' 
becauſe a Commiſſion 3 and, as I think, with 
defcrence to the Wifer of Mankind, it 
ought not, 1N any _ degree,: to do a 
Lay -man, whoſe Obedience may, without 
ſtrain of thought, be calily ſuppoſed to de- 
pend upon ine judgment. of the Profeſ- 
ſors. 


— 


AJ] that looks ike Repetition 1s roo much. 
Upon the whole marrer, therefore, of your 
Er Letter, my Lord, what remains of it, 
is, with me, but what] call in the begin- 
ning of mine, An Ignoble Surrender of your 
Better Underſtanding to the Extravagant 

Pefires, and the Vain Imaginations of your 
Prince. And tho' every Paragraph follow- 
ng, nay, .cvery Line in every Paragraph, 1s 
liable to Retutation upon the Head, Mean 
Shift; yer my Intention- being againſt you, 
as an Adviſer jn the Second, not dire&ly 
againſt you as a Commiſlioner in this, I will 
carry it on no. farther, delirous not to im- 

Prove 
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( 28 ) 
prove a Charge fo heavy 1n it felf; But 
conclude thus, The Commiſſion was a Dta- 
g00n Commiſſion, no Moot Caſe among 
che principal Lawyers, but a condemned, 
abrogated, and cxploded Cafe among the 
Meaneſt ;, And that your Lordſhip nor pro- 
reſting againſt the Court, when the Biſhop 
of London's Plea brought the Juriſdiction, 
regularly into Examination, without any 
Voluntary of your Own, tho' the laſt was 
your Duty, and ought to have been your 
Srrict Inquiry ; Yec that Notice diyeſted 
you of all manner of Prertence to Igno- 
rance, and a fuil ſtop ſhould have | 2m 
made ; So that, all thoſe reitcraced Acts 
of Subſerviency you clam under, are but 
ſo many deplorable Inſtances of a wrerch- 
ed Compliance; And, how contrary ſoe- 
ver to the Humour of the COURT 
vour Votes were in particular ; Yet, for 
as much as every Sentence was Irregular, 
evcry Decree Extravagant, All Profecu- 


tions Unjuſt, for they had no cogni- 


uiſance of any Cauſe; And that my Lord 
of London, by refuſing to buy off the Su- 
ſpenſton 


> 


( 29) 

fpenſion at fo dear a Rate, as the Proſticu- 
tion of his Conſcience to an Inglorious 
Submiſſhon, might fully convince you, how | 
ſtedfaſt a Biſhop ought to be in a Good 
Cauſe. Your breaking loſe from the Com- 
miſſion, at a time when the Nobilicy and 
Gentry of the Kingdom were ſo diſgra- 
ced, they could do no leſs by all the 
Rules of Honour, and Honeſty, than U- 
nite into a general diſſatisfaction, that their 
Gallantry might cover the reſt from the 
impending Storm, and that all the Cler- 
fy of the Land had, as it were one Man, 

cnyed Obedience to the Arbitrary Com- 
mands of the King, 1n not reading a De- 
claration ; And the whole Body was rea- 
dy to take Wing in Defence of the 
Proteſtant Religion, and Intereſt, upon 
the firſt Opportunity, in a ſtand of 
Men, to favour their Conjunftion : Your 
Retreat then, my Lord, and what you 
call joyning your ſelf ro the Honeſt Cler- 
gy again, was, 1n truth, but a ſteal- 
ing your ſelf away from the reſt of 


your Bretheren, rhe Commiſſioners, 1n the 
E Hour 
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( 30 ) 
Hour of Danger, and fo far from an 
Apology, That, if others are no Wiker 
than I, you deſerve a Reward, 


London, April Right Reverend, : 


the 234d. 168g, 


Tour Lordſhips Humble 


: Servant. . 


Wi» PY 


26098-1014 


REPRODUCED FROM THE ORIGINAL 
IN THE HENRY E. RUNTINGTON 
LIBRARY AND ART GALLERY. 
FOR REFERENCE ONLY. 
PERMISSION NECESSARY FOR 
REPRODUCTION. 


{5s r 
ae, 
I S 
"3+ *; a - 
j 7; " » 


x” 


bg _— 


ES 
PS - YI 
» gum TE 4 


+ 


= nd os 
77e et; 
» 


